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help us to decide. "Which do you want?" asks the Bishop.
Venerable Dennis made a speech, * commending the persons
6 of the Prior and Samson; but always in the corner of his
* discourse, in angulo sui sermonis, brought Samson in.' "I
see!" said the Bishop : " We are to understand that your
Prior is somewhat remiss; that you want to have him you
call Samson for Abbot." " Either of them is good," said
venerable Dennis, almost trembling; "but we would have
the better, if it pleased God." "Which of the two do
you want?" inquires the Bishop pointedly. "Samson!" an-
swered Dennis; " Samson !*' echoed all of the rest that
durst speak or echo anything: and Samson is reported to
the Bang accordingly. His Majesty, advising of it for a
moment, orders that Samson be brought in with the other
Twelve.

The King's Majesty, looking at us somewhat sternly,
then says: " You present to me Samson; I do not know
him: had it been your Prior, whom I do know, I should
have accepted him: however, I will now do as you wish.
But have a care of yourselves. By the true eyes of God,
per ueros oculos Dei, if you manage badly, I will be upon
you I" Samson, therefore, steps forward, kisses the King's
feet; but swiftly rises erect again, swiftly turns towards
the altar, uplifting with the other Twelve, in clear tenor-
note, the Fifty-first Psalm, ^Miserere mei Deus,

* After thy loving-kindness, Lord,
Have mercy upon me ;*

with firm voice, firm step and head, no change in his coun-
tenance whatever. " By God's eyes," said the King, " that
one, I think, will govern the Abbey well." By the same
oath (charged to your Majesty's account), I too am pre-
cisely of that opinion! It is some while since I fell in
with a likelier man anywhere than this new Abbot Sam-